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In whose name should these disgruntled elements go
out against the system save in that of a man who was
once one of them and whom they know to be violently
opposed to Hitler now.
Late in 1939 a series of explosions near Friedrichshafen
mystified the world. Reports from Switzerland suggested
that the British R.A.F. had made a raid on the Zeppelin
works there. The Swiss thought that bombs had caused
the roar which could be heard across the Bodensee and
the German-Swiss frontier.
The British authorities denied that any raids were
made on Friedrichshafen. But the explosions occurred
all right.
Gestapo men in great numbers were rushed to the
aircraft plant. They arrived by air from Berlin, by motor-
car from Munich, they covered the town with a gigantic
web of supervision. Thousands of workers and ordinary
citizens were interviewed. Close questioning went on for
days.
But all the Gestapo took back to Berlin headquarters
with them were two workers of the Zeppelin plant who
had been talking with a couple of men recently brought
from other parts of Germany as unskilled labourers.
These two men had mentioned in conversation the
"Black Front" and the name of Otto Strasser.
Where were these men now? They had disappeared.
Had they ever existed at all? The two unhappy workers
who had dared to mention the rumour about the Black
Front and Otto Strasser were, of course, retained as
suspects. There was not the slightest evidence on which
to base any accusation against them, but they disappeared
and were never heard of again.
Similar incidents occur wherever anything goes wrong.
It is extremely difficult to obtain a clear picture of the